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ROLL THROUGH THE 
HISTORY OF TOILET TISSUE

with Bunzl Cleaning and Hygiene Supplies

As one of life’s essentials it’s di�cult to imagine life without toilet tissue, but step 

back in time as little as 100 years and it’s a very di�erent story. Toilet tissue o�ers a 

fascinating past, so join us as we take a look at everything from toilet paper made 

for the Chinese Emperor Family right up to today's soft and perfumed o�erings.

Ancient Greeks use 
stones and pieces of clay

Ancient Romans use 
sponges on the ends of 
sticks, kept in jugs filled 
with salty water.

The flushing toilet is invented by 
Sir John Harrington, godson to 
Queen Elizabeth I. Toilet tissue 
is still not readily available.

Joseph Gayetty introduces 
the first packaged toilet 
tissue in America named 
“Therapeutic Paper”. 

The Scott brothers popularises 
the concept of toilet paper on 
a roll. It is an uphill battle to 
get the public to buy the 
product, embarrassed by their 
bodily functions. 

Charmin introduces its 4-roll 
package – a convenient 
bundle purchase for shoppers.

Scott Brand claims to be 
the largest producer of 
toilet tissue in the world. 

Northern introduces 
coloured toilet tissue.

The first UK screening 
of the Andrex® puppy 
commercial is broadcasted.

The first Annual Toilet 
Paper Wedding Dress 
Contest takes place.  

2016
A UK supermarket sells 
‘mulled wine’ scented toilet 
tissue for the festive season.

During the Song Dynasty, a 
Chinese emperor decrees that 

large 2-foot-by-3-foot paper sheets 
must be made for his ‘toilet time’

Colonial Americans use 
corncobs and leaves to cleanse 

The British Perforated 
Paper Company produces 

toilet paper in Great Britain.

The Hoberg Paper Company 
introduces a brand called 

Charmin, cleverly marketed 
with a feminine logo. 

Northern Tissue advertises its 
first ‘splinter-free’ toilet paper.

2-ply toilet paper is introduced 
by St. Andrews Paper Mill in 

England. Before this toilet tissue 
was one-ply and not very soft.

Scott advertises toilet tissue 
on TV for the first time.

Kimberly-Clark comes out 
with moist toilet paper.

Tork introduces the Aqua 
Tube, the first toilet roll 

with a flushable core.
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